
Gina in
the swim
at Games
MOVE over Prince

Charles and Camilla,
Australia’s richest

woman, GINA RINEHART, is 
homegrown royalty.

A collective buzz swept the
Longines Records Club as 
high-powered guests twittered 
with excitement at the 
impending arrival of our Iron 
Lady turned Beef Queen.

Normally flanked by two 
former SAS and two ex-AFP 
security guards, her entourage 
was a slimmed-down version, 
just like Gina, who has shed 
the pounds. Never one to just 
dip her toe in the pool, she has 
jumped in with the swim team.

Gina swanned in before the
opening ceremony smiling like 
the mother of the bride about 
her swim team’s medal 
prospects. 

Now all trim, poor Gina just
can’t seem to shake those 
former fat days. The picture on 
her lanyard was, well, the 
before shot. Oops.

Now she chases the 
“black line” too.

“When I can, I love to 
swim,” she told Page 13.

Any tips from her team,
one of whom usually plays 
handbag at the numerous 
events she attends? 

“No, I just do gentle 
laps. One of my children 
says it’s more like assisted 
floating,” she laughs.

“It is an easy sport for
my age, for my bones. 
There is no way I’m going 
to be jogging.”

Australia’s richest 
woman became the major 
benefactor to the 
Dolphins after their 
disastrous London 
Olympics campaign, 

overshadowed by bad-boy
behaviour. Sponsor
Energy Australia pulled
out as if a school of 
piranha had found its

h l h ’ lway into the Dolphins’ pool.
“They had trouble with the

sponsor ... somebody had to
come in and do something,”
Gina said. “I’m not saying
anything bad about the
sponsor, but things happened
that shouldn’t.”

turned away, but she wanted
things cleaned up — no more
bad boys. She wanted golden
boys, which she has found in
the squeaky-clean swimmers
of today, such as 400m

MACK HORTON. “We want
fabulous role models and
wonderful ambassadors for
our country,” a positively
beaming Gina said.

“It was one of the
reasons I came in. Fresh-
faced, nicely dressed and
responsible. I like that a lot.
I feel I am doing something
helpful,” said LANG 
HANCOCK’s daughter, who
runs the mining empire 
founded by her father.

Alongside her at the
event was her friend of more

than 40 years MEG NOACK, the
daughter of Queensland’s
longest serving premier, Sir
JOH BJELKE-PETERSEN. “Very
old friends,” Gina said.

Powerful families stick
together, it seems.
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A slimmed-down Gina
Rinehart and a

barefoot Camilla,
Duchess of Cornwall.


