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Lady Flo Bjelke-Petersen has died in her family's heartland of Kingaroy after a short illness. 

In a statement, a Lutheran Services spokesman said Lady Flo died at 3.46pm on Wednesday at 
its Orana Aged Care Service, where she had lived since August 2014. 

 

 

Lady Flo Bjelke-Petersen, pictured in 2013, died in Kingaroy on Wednesday. 
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"She was surrounded by her family and loved ones including her sister Margaret Gilmour," he 
said. 

"We safely entrust her into the hands of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

"Until recently she actively participated as organist for church within the Orana community and 
other aged care facilities in Kingaroy." 

 



 

Lady Flo, famous for her pumpkin scones, served as a Nationals senator in Canberra from 1981 
to 1993 and was the wife of Queensland's longest-serving premier, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen. 

Lady Flo was a devoted wife, who stayed by Sir Joh's side through good times and bad, 
including in the aftermath of the Fitzgerald Inquiry that saw his political demise. 

Funeral arrangements were yet to be advised. 

 

Lady Flo and Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, with her trademark scones. 
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Sir Joh died in 2005, aged 94. 

Labor Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said she wanted to express sorrow and condolences on 
behalf of all Queenslanders. 

"Lady Flo ... brought her passions for cooking - those famous pumpkin scones - family and faith 
to the fore during Sir Joh’s 19-year service as premier and 40-year service as a Member of 
Parliament," she said. 

"They were a loving couple and a formidable political pairing. 

"Lady Flo represented Queensland in her own right serving as Senator from 1981 to 1993, and 
supporting many local and state-wide causes." 

Opposition leader Deb Frecklington, who as Member for Nanango was Lady Flo's local state 
member, said Queensland's former first lady was an "outstanding and much-loved 
Queenslander". 

“As a Senator for Queensland for 12 years, Lady Flo worked tirelessly for the betterment of rural 
and regional Queensland. 

“She led a very full and successful life and was so-loved for her kindness, her genuine concern 
and care for others, her common sense and down-to-earth approach to life. 

“Rest-in-peace Lady Flo. You were a rock of our community and will be sadly missed and 
lovingly remembered. I will always cherish your support and guidance.” 

Former South Burnett mayor Wayne Kratzmann said Lady Flo was “just an angelic person”. 

“She was so kind to everyone, never had a bad word to say about anyone,” he said. 

“Everybody, right across Queensland, but particularly here in the South Burnett, we just loved 
her dearly." 

Mr Kratzmann went to school with the Bjelke-Petersen’s son, John. 

“It is 30 years since Sir Joh was premier of Queensland,” he said. 

“I'm in Melbourne today and I've been all over Australia travelling and when people ask where 
are you from. 

“You say ‘Kingaroy’ and they say, 'Oh Sir Joh or Lady Flo territory'. 

"That legacy is still there. I don't know of any other name that does that. 



"I've seen a lot of sporting stars and a lot of politicians, but nothing retains that legacy like the 
Bjelke-Petersen name." 

Former Queensland treasurer Sir Llew Edwards remembered Lady Flo as a "lovely lady, who 
was a champion for Queensland". 

"She was one of the most wonderful people I met and she was very committed to the state of 
Queensland in every way possible," he said. 

"I am very sad to hear of her passing.” 
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Sir Joh and Lady Flo Bjelke-Petersen at their home in 1986, the year before Sir Joh resigned. 

 

The curtain fell on a defining era in Queensland politics yesterday with the death of Lady (Flo) 
Bjelke-Petersen, the former senator and widow of the state’s longest-serving and arguably most 
controversial premier, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen. 

Just weeks after declaring her hopes of seeing her late husband’s reputation restored, Lady Flo 
died in a nursing home in Kingaroy, northwest of Brisbane, aged 97. 

Lady Flo’s death, after a short illness, drew tributes across the state and country with Labor 
premier Annastacia Palaszczuk expressing her “sorrow’’ and prime minister Malcolm Turnbull 
saying Queensland owed much to her and Sir Joh. 

Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, who relied on Lady Flo for her vote in his preselection to 
run as a Queensland senator in the first stage of his federal parliamentary career, said he would 
later turn to her as a “sounding board’’ because she “understood politics’’. 

“Lady Flo Bjelke-Petersen was the archetypal representation of the conservative-family-values 
individual who initially presumed to just live in the shadow of her husband, but by the end was 
absolutely identified in her own right and did her own style,’’ the federal Nationals leader said. 



“She made it her style to say you can be a homemaker, you can guide your family, and you can 
be a senator for our nation.’’ 

Lady Flo served as a Nationals senator for Queensland from 1981-93, staying in politics even 
after her husband was forced to resign in 1987 amid allegations of widespread corruption in his 
government. 

Sir Joh, who was later charged but never convicted of perjury over evidence he gave at the 
Fitzgerald inquiry, was premier for 19 years. 

In an interview published in The Courier-Mail earlier this month, Lady Flo said she hoped to 
reach 100 years of age — so she could receive a letter from the Queen — and expressed her 
belief that Sir Joh had been unfairly treated as the end of his career. 

“And he was not very happy at the way it all ended,’’ she said. 

“I often ask myself: why did they get rid of him? Queensland was doing very well. It seemed 
strange to me.” 

Sir Joh died in 2005, aged 94. Lady Flo, who was a shorthand note-taker for the Kingaroy 
Council when she met her husband, could no longer bake her famous pumpkin scones but 
remained active until her death. 

“Until recently she actively participated as organist for church within the Orana community and 
other aged-care facilities in Kingaroy,” Orana, where she lived since 2014, said in a statement 
yesterday. 

Her sister, Margaret Gilmour, was among the family members who were with her when she died 
just before 4pm. 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull yesterday tweeted a tribute. 

“After her long life of public service, we say thanks to Lady Flo. Rest In peace. Joh and Flo 
devoted their lives to Queensland and its success and dynamism owes so much to their vision 
and leadership,’’ Mr Turnbull said. 

LNP leader Deb Frecklington, who represents the Kingaroy-based seat of Nanango, based on Sir 
Joh’s former seat of Barambah, paid tribute to Lady Flo’s impact on rural Queensland. 

“Lady Flo was an outstanding and much-loved Queenslander who made a wonderful 
contribution to the community of Kingaroy, Queensland and Australia,” Ms Frecklington said. 

“As a senator for Queensland for 12 years, Lady Flo worked tirelessly for the betterment of rural 
and regional Queensland.” 

A spokesman for Ms Palaszczuk said a public funeral was likely to be offered to the Bjelke-
Petersen family. 



Gina Rinehart farewells Lady Flo with Kingaroy carol 
singalong 
  
Tony Moore 
  
Family friend and mining prospector Gina Rinehart remembered singing Christmas carols with 
Lady Flo a few days before the former Queensland premier's wife died. 

Ms Rinehart visited Lady Flo Bjelke-Petersen, wife of late Nationals stalwart Sir Joh, at her 
nursing home in Kingaroy last week. 

Gina Rinehart has paid tribute to family friend Lady Flo on her passing on Thursday. Photo: 
Supplied 
 
“In a little tribute to her during my recent visit to her and Kingaroy, we sung some Christmas 
carols she loved, amended to 'Australianise' the words and in which mentioned those wonderful 
Lady Flo pumpkin scones,” Ms Rinehardt said. 

“One of my many favourite memories of my dear friend will be her singing in fine voice, 
knowing every word of those Christmas carols, and of us together on a previous visit, with her 
son John and I around her bedside. 



Lady Flo Bjelke Petersen at the reopening of the Kingaroy Community Hospital renamed in her 
honour. Photo: Tony Moore 
 
“This beautiful memory is one I'll also treasure throughout my life.” 

Liberal National Party president Gary Spence expressed his condolences and those of all 
members of the LNP to the family and friends of Lady Flo. 

“Queensland lost one of our greats today. Lady Flo was a tireless worker for our great state, 
including her 12 years as a National Party senator,” Mr Spence said. 

“Well known for her loyalty, friendship and faith, Lady Flo’s contributions will not be forgotten, 
nor the example she set in her service to others. 

“Rest in peace Lady Flo.” 

Ms Rinehart, the chief executive of iron ore development company Hancock 
Prospecting, founded after her father Lang Hancock discovered iron ore in the Pilbara in 1952, 
said her family became close friends with the Bjelke-Petersen family over many years. 
“Lady Flo was an extra special lady, one of the finest in Australia I know, who, along with her 
husband Sir Joh, contributed so much to their family, Kingaroy, Queensland and our country,” 
she said. 

“Lady Flo will be remembered by many as a very kind, thoughtful, considerate, fair, decent, 
honourable and hardworking premier's wife. 

“Indeed, she was often called the member for the Kingaroy area. 



“In her own right, she was a person of impeccable character and personal strength, a senator and 
much-loved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. 

“And to those who knew her, a true and wise friend, who we were extremely fortunate to know. 
She certainly made me love my visits to [Bjelke-Petersen property] Bethany and Kingaroy, as 
I'm sure she did for many, many others too. 

“Lady Flo was loved by many Australians and will be very greatly missed, especially by her 
wonderful family and friends. God bless you dear Lady Flo.” 

Ms Rinehart, Australia’s wealthiest woman, has extensive cattle interests throughout Australia. 

Ms Rinehart made a $600,000 grant to help upgrade the Kingaroy Community Hospital. It was 
renamed the Lady Flo Bjelke-Petersen Community Hospital and reopened in 2016. 

Tributes to Lady Flo were also received from Queensland’s Liberal National Party. 

 

 


