
Gina Rinehart's open letter on why Australia's 
Olympic athletes are an inspiration (and her 
thrill at being made an 'honorary member' of 
the synchronised swimming team) 

• Gina Rinehart penned congratulations to Australia's Olympians 
• Rinehart says the champions compete against an entitlement culture 
• The mining magnate has spent up to $5 million on four Olympic teams 
• Flew in synchronised swimming team to perform at daughter's wedding  

By Sinead Maclaughlin for Daily Mail Australia  

20 August 2016  

Mining magnate Gina Rinehart has written a glowing letter to Australia's Olympic athletes 
calling them 'champions against our entitlement culture'. 

In a piece published in Rendezview, Rinehart recalled how thrilled she was about being made 
an 'honorary member' of the synchronised swimming team, who performed at her daughter's 
wedding.  

Rinehart, who has thrown an estimated $5 million behind the Olympic team, referenced 
America swimmer Michael Phelps in the open letter, using the champion as an example of a 
dedicated and hard-working athlete.  

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Sinead+Maclaughlin+For+Daily+Mail+Australia
http://www.perthnow.com.au/rendezview/theyre-not-just-olympians-theyre-our-future-leaders/news-story/e351514fe5216addf40e1b5685cccd4f


 

Mining magnate Gina Rinehart (pictured here with various volleyballers) has penned a heartfelt 
congratulations to the efforts of Australia's Olympic athletes 

 

Mrs Rinehart has thrown an estimated $5 million behind the Olympic swimming, volleyball, 
rowing and synchronised swimming teams 



She wrote about how the swimmer 'didn't go to parties and he didn't live it up' - failing to 
mention Phelps' two driving under the influence charges and being caught on camera at a party 
apparently smoking drugs, all of which he has since apologised for.  

'Sure, he made some mistakes but he pushed himself past them,' she writes.  

'And now, as he steps onto the podium to receive each medal, he has the world's attention and 
respect, and enthusiastic applause.' 

She alludes the Australia may have at least one athlete walking in the footsteps of Michael 
Phelps', perhaps referring to Mack Horton or Kyle Chambers who both won gold in Rio.  

During her time at the Games, Rinehart recalls the the moment she was made an 'honorary 
member' of the synchronised swimming team. 

'To see them so happy to be at the Olympics when they greeted me in the stadium, was deeply 
touching.' 

 
 
The mining magnates money has allowed the synchronised swimming team to battle it out at 
international events and hire a top coach, as the group does not receive government funding 



 

The mining billionaire says it's been a great pleasure to support the teams, having only been 
able to do so due to her work in the county's mining industry 

The businesswoman is well acquainted with synchronised swimming team after they performed 
a routine at her daughter's wedding at the Qualia Resort on Hamilton Island. 

The team also performed for workers at Rinehart's Roy Hill mine, the country's largest. 

Daily Mail Australia previously reported how Gina Rinehart's money allowed the team to battle 
it out at international events and hire a top coach, as the group does not receive government 
funding. 

The mining billionaire says it's been a great pleasure to support the teams, having only been 
able to do so due to her work in the county's mining industry. 

'What a country we could be if we became — on a far-reaching level — inspired by the role 
models our Olympians are.' 



 
Mrs Rinehart pictured enjoying the atmosphere at the Rio Olympic games  

 

Sponsor: Mrs Rinehart is pictured with the national synchronised swimming team at her mine 



Mrs Rinehart's comments come after Friday when ten Australian athletes were detained in Rio 
for allegedly tampering with their Olympic accreditation passes. 

Bronze medal winning archers Alec Potts and Ryan Tyack, men's rugby sevens captain Ed 
Jenkins, track cyclists Matt Glaetzer and Ashlee Ankudinoff, and rowers Fiona Albert, Olympia 
Aldersey and Lucy Stephan were among the athletes released after being detained for more 
than 10 hours. 

The athletes had allegedly altered their passes in an attempt to get better seats for Australia's 
men's basketball semi-final match against Serbia. 

The group was released at close to 5.20am local time on Saturday morning, with fines and good 
behaviour bonds. 
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